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The Blacks Are Men
The works of Phyllis Wheatley, Fredrik Douglas, and Harriet Beecher Stowe have themes that touch on the life of a slave. The literary texts seek to discredit slavery which slave- masters highly regarded and viewed as their right to enslave the inferior blacks. Therefore, the works share the personal experiences of the writers or fiction about slavery. This paper will discuss the view of slavery and freedom in the literary works of Wheatley, Douglas, and Stowe. 
The poet, Phyllis Wheatley, calls herself an American because she does not suffer under slavery like the other slave she accompanied from the coast of Senegal. She celebrates being a freed slave in the house of Wheatley where she learns how to read and write in the help of Wheatley’s daughters (Kendrick, 1996). Her being at the mercy of Mrs. Wheatley made Phyllis write poems that praise the culture of the whites, and in them, she regarded herself as an American. 
Also, Wheatley lauds Christianity. She feels privileged to learn the ways of a Christian. In one of her poems, Wheatley celebrates the fact that she left a pagan land (Africa) and now Wheatley is a Christian in the area of the white. However, she praises to criticize the worst part of slavery in a camouflage way (Kendrick, 1996). She writes poems that ridicule slavery and scorn enslavement. In of her verses praises death as the only way to escape slavery. The terms that she uses in her poems reflect on her experience with freedom and slavery. The expertise she celebrates most is Christianity.
Fredrick Douglas views the American Other as a human with body, mind, and soul like that of the native- American. Majority of his speeches build on the need to abolish slavery since the American slaves are people. In his remarks, Douglas says that every man living under the “canopy of heaven” knows slavery is wrong (Douglass, 2014).  He asserts that the American other should scorn all forms of slavery since America is there home and no other land can best fit them: American is their fathers’ land, and therefore they have the right to live on it. 
The prime principle of Douglas speech and writings is justice. Thus, he wants the Native- Americans to do justice to American Other who according to their actions and thoughts proves that they are sound people. While giving the July 4th speech (the day of independence), Douglas asked what makes the whites to think that blacks are not men. He proved that the blacks are men since they can marry, have children, worship God and glorify life after death (Douglass, 2014). Furthermore, Douglas warns that it is wrong from the white people to beat the blacks auction them and sunder their families. His principles echo in the works of William Faulkner “Absalom, Absalom!” where he advocates for the end of the evil slavery (Mueller, 2017). 
Stowe, though white, writes Uncle Tom’s Cabin to discredit slavery. She creates the characters, Eliza and Tom, to show the intensity and dangers of slavery and appeal to humanity (Yarborough, 2015). Stowe makes her audience lament the suffering of the two characters and by so doing share in the pain of slavery. .The image of Eliza as a caring mother and wife appeals to many women audience in North America. For instance, the plight that befalls Eliza when she escapes from Mrs. Shelby’s place makes readers see the dangers of slavery. 
The author, Stowe, does not just create a character who preservers the pain of her suffering across river an ice floe. Scholars like Gillian Brown hold that Stowe fights against inhumane acts at domestic level in the world dominated by patriarchy, paternal system of slavery (Yarborough, 2015). She, like Wheatley, Douglas and Faulkner disapprove the enslavement of the black race. She wants her audience, both in South and North America to realize the evil behind enslaving fellow human beings.
In conclusion, the question of justice features in literary works of many abolitionist writers. They view slavery as an unjust system that weakened the blacks, destroyed their families and made them live life agony and regret. Therefore, the writers ridicule the act through their numerous autobiographies and fictions.
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